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Prelude 
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Opening Hymn In the Hour of Trial  

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 116 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

L: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

  

G: who made heaven and earth. 

 

L: Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another. 

  

 Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 

 

G: we have sinned against you in our thoughts, 

  in our words, in our deeds, 

  and in all that we have not done. 

 Forgive us in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Deliver us and restore us,  

  that we may rest in peace. 

 

L: By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ,  

  and in him we are forgiven.  

 Let us rest in his peace until the rising of the sun  

  when we shall serve him in newness of life. 

 

G: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 119b 
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 Teach me, O LORD, to follow your decrees; 

  then I will keep them to the end. 

 

 Give me understanding, and I will keep your law 

  and obey it with all my heart. 

 

 Direct me in the path of your commands, 

  for there I find delight.  

 

 Refrain 

 

 Turn my eyes away from worthless things; 

  preserve my life according to your Word. 

 

 Fulfill your promise to your servant, 

  so that you may be feared. 

 

 How I long for your precepts! 

  Preserve my life in your righteousness. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

 Refrain 

 

Psalm Prayer 

L: O Lord, your Word is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 

righteousness. Guide our footsteps by your Word so that we may remain steadfast in faith, love 

you with all our hearts, and love our neighbor as ourselves; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 

Lord. 

 

G: Amen.  
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Scripture Lesson The Passion History 

The Passion History readings tell us of Jesus’ suffering  

and death as recorded by the four Gospel writers. 

 

Anthem (3:30 p.m.) When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

School small group choir setting by Peter Niedmann  

 

 When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of glory died, 

 My richest gain I count but loss and pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast save in the death of Christ, my God; 

 All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood. 

 

 See, from his head, his hands, his feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down! 

 Did e’er such love and sorrow meet or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

 Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a tribute far too small; 

 Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 

Hymn of the Day Take the World, But Give Me Jesus  

  Christian Worship 355 
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Sermon Matthew 27:15-26 

 

Hands of Self-Preservation 

 

 Now it was the governor’s custom at the Feast to release a prisoner chosen by the crowd. At that 

time they had a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas. So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked 

them, “Which one do you want me to release to you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” For he 

knew it was out of envy that they had handed Jesus over to him. 

 While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message: “Don’t have anything 

to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a dream because of him.” 

 But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus 

executed. 

 “Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” asked the governor. 

 “Barabbas,” they answered. 

 “What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ?” Pilate asked. 

 They all answered, “Crucify him!” 

 “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. 

 But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” 

 When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he took water 

and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent of this man’s blood,” he said. “It is your 

responsibility!” 

 All the people answered, “Let his blood be on us and on our children!” 

 Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.  
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Offering  

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 The minister says the Prayer of the Church. 

 

 

  

 

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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Lord’s Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

Be seated 
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Hymn I Gave My Life for Thee 

Christian Worship 454 
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Please stand 
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Blessing 

L: The almighty and merciful Lord – the Father, the Son      and the Holy Spirit – bless us and  

 keep us. 

 

G: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude  
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Serving at Worship 

 
Preacher Rev. Dr. Mark Braun 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Kyle Bitter  

 

Musicians Mandy Treder, organ 

 Alyssa Ebeling, Reina Ebeling & Annalise Kuehn, trumpet 

 Amos Ebeling & Evan Pastorek, baritone 

 Silas Ebeling, French horn 

 Nadia Alejandro, violin 

 Megan Dvorachek & Sydney Vitangcol, piano  

  

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

Prayer at the Close of the Day II from Christian Worship: New Service Settings  

 Artist: Dale A. Witte © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House.  

“In the Hour of Trial” Text and tune public domain. 

“Psalm 119b” Tune Richard Proulx © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone © 1993 Northwestern  

 Publishing House. 

 “What Wondrous Love is This” Text public domain. 

“Take the World, But Give Me Jesus” Text public domain. Tune © 1980 Hope Publishing Company. 

 “I Gave My Life for Thee” Text and tune public domain.  
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Holy Week Worship Schedule 
 

March 27 & 28 – Palm Sunday 

Worship at 5:30 p.m. / 8:00 (broadcast online) and 10:30 a.m. 

 

April 1 – Maundy Thursday 

Worship with Holy Communion at 3:30 (broadcast online) and 6:45 p.m. 

 
April 2 – Good Friday 

Worship with Holy Communion at 1:00 (broadcast online) and 3:00 p.m. 

Tenebrae worship at 6:45 p.m. (broadcast online) 

 

April 4 – Easter Sunday 

Sunrise worship at 6:00 a.m. (broadcast online) 

Festival worship at 8:00 (broadcast online), 9:15 and 10:30 a.m. 
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The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 

 
 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 pm  Saturdays at 7:00 pm 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 am 

 
sjtosa.org 

sjtosa.org 


